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CURRICULUM VITAE 

DAVID ATKINSON BEng MSc(Eng) MSc FCIArb MAE MCIOB 
PARTNER & DELAY EXPERT  
 

 

QUALIFICATIONS  

BEng (Hons), Civil Engineering, University of Bristol, UK, 1992 

MSc (Eng), Maritime Civil Engineering, University of Liverpool, UK, 1993 

MSc, Construction Law and Arbitration, Kings College, London, UK, 2000 

Level 7 (Masters Level) BTEC Legal Experience Training Advanced Professional Award in Expert Witness 

Evidence (LETAPAEWE), 2015 

MEMBERSHIPS  

Fellow, Chartered Institute of Arbitrators 

Member, Academy of Experts 

Member, Chartered Institute of Building 

Member, Society of Construction Law  

PROFILE  

David Atkinson BEng MSc (Eng) MSc FCIArb MAE MCIOB is a Civil Engineer with extensive experience 

of large scale and complex construction projects.  David’s experience has been gained whilst working for 

both leading design consultants and construction contractors. He has worked within the construction industry 

designing, planning and supervising the construction of major civil engineering works. 

He has a thorough knowledge of the construction process having worked on traditional, design and build and 

partnering contracts and having represented both the employer and the contractor.  

He has extensive experience in construction management, programming and analysis of delay claims.  

David has 27 years of industry experience and several years of experience in performing cause and effect 

analyses of major delay/disruption claims. 

He has major dispute experience in Europe, Middle East, and Africa and has worked on a number of high-

profile oil & gas, infrastructure and building disputes. 

David regularly advises on planning and programming issues on major projects throughout the Middle East 

and Africa. He has been appointed on numerous occasions as an Expert Witness and has provided Expert 

Witness testimony in arbitration. He is named in Who’s Who Legal Construction: Expert Witnesses. 
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RECENT EXPERT APPOINTMENTS 

Description Nature and Extent of Appointment 

Airport, Asia 

 

Appointed as independent Delay Expert for the Subcontractor in ICC 

arbitration against the Contractor. 

Marine Facilities, KSA 

 

Appointed as independent Delay Expert for Employer providing 

independent opinion in advance of potential arbitration proceedings . 

Power Station, Asia 

 

Appointed as independent Delay Expert for the Contractor in HKIAC 

arbitration against Owner.  Matter settled on expert advice. 

Rail Facility, Asia 

 

Appointed as independent Delay Expert for the Subcontractor in 

QICCA arbitration against Contractor. 

Rail Facility, Africa  

 

Appointed as independent Delay Expert for the Employer in ICC 

arbitration against Contractor. 

Water Infrastructure Facility, 

UAE  

Appointed as independent Delay Expert for the Employer in potential 

arbitration against Main Contractor. 

Nuclear Power Plant, Africa. Appointed as independent Delay Expert for the Employer in ICC 

arbitration against Contractor. 

Residential / Office Tower, UAE 

 

Appointed by Contractor and Employer to provide independent expert 

evaluation on delay-related matters in a contractual dispute, relating to 

the effect of changes to structural design and late provision of design 

information. 

Residential Building, Doha, 

Qatar  

Appointed as Delay Expert in QICCA arbitration by Contractor against 

Employer. Testified at Hearing.  

Car Park, Doha, Qatar Appointed as Delay and Disruption Expert in the ICC arbitration.  

Water Process Facility, UAE  

 

Appointed as Delay Expert for Employer providing independent expert 

opinion in anticipation of arbitration.  

Process Plant, India 

 

Appointed as Delay Expert by Contractor in arbitration.  

Residential Tower, UAE 

 

Appointed as Delay Expert in DIAC arbitration for Employer against 

main Contractor. Testified at hearing. 

Nuclear Power Station, UAE 

 

Appointed as Disruption Expert in LCIA arbitration for Contractor. 

Testified at hearing. 

Power Facility, Iraq 

 

Appointed as Delay Expert in LCIA arbitration for Contractor.  

Power Station 1, South Africa Appointed as Delay Expert (five Referrals) for Employer in a DAB 

against main Contractor providing opinion on extension of time, 

compensable period and disruption. Testified at four Hearings. 

Power Station 2, South Africa  Appointed as Delay Expert (three Referrals) for Employer at a DAB 

against main Contractor providing opinion on extension of time, 

compensable period and disruption.  

Residential Tower, UAE 

 

Appointed as Delay Expert for Employer to assess delays to 

completion of 70 storey tower.  
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Description Nature and Extent of Appointment 

Educational Facility, Dubai, UAE  Appointed as Delay Expert for Contractor in arbitration providing initial 

expert advisory opinion of causes of project overrun.  

Commercial Building, Abu 

Dhabi, UAE 

Appointed as Delay Expert for Employer against Contractor providing 

independent expert advisory opinion in anticipation of arbitration.  

Educational Facility, Dubai, UAE Appointed as Delay Expert for Employer against Architect providing 

opinion of causes of project overrun. Testified at hearing. 

Residential/Office Tower, Dubai, 

UAE 

Delay Lead on contractual dispute providing independent expert 

evaluation of causes of project overrun. 

Power Station, Malaysia  

 

Provided Expert opinion advisory report on extent of project delay 

attributable to unforeseen ground conditions. 

Car Park, Qatar 

 

Appointed as Delay Expert for the Employer in DAB proceedings. 

Testified at hearing. 

Highway, Afghanistan Delay Advisor for Engineer / PM team. Provided oral evidence in DAB 

hearing. 

Rail Facilities, UAE Provided independent advisory services on this contractual dispute. 

Drafted reports advising of potential liability. 

Highways/Bridges, Dubai, UAE  Provided independent advisory services on contractual dispute for 

government body over a two-year period. Drafted reports advising of 

potential liability.  

Tunnel, Ireland  Delay Advisor for Contractor. Provided oral evidence in DAB hearing. 

Educational Facility, UK  Appointed as Delay Expert on behalf of the Contractor in arbitration.  

Building Refurbishment, UK  Appointed as Delay Expert in arbitration to provide opinion of causes 

of project overrun.  

Oil Pipeline, Sudan, Africa Lead Assistant to appointed Delay Expert in arbitration. Drafted expert 

report. 

PROJECT EXPERIENCE 

BUILDINGS 

High Rise Residential / Commercial Building, Dubai, UAE (2018)  

Appointed by the Employer as the Expert Witness on programming and delay matters in DIAC arbitration 

proceedings. 

School Facilities, Dubai, UAE (2016) 

Appointed by the Contractor as Expert Witness on programming and delay matters in this dispute. 

School Facilities, Dubai, UAE (2015) 

Appointed as Expert Witness on programming and delay matters in this dispute by the Employer in a DIAC 

arbitration. Expert report produced and oral expert evidence given at the arbitration hearing. 

35 Storey Office Tower, Dubai, UAE (2014) 

Responsible for producing an independent assessment of the Contractor’s entitlement to an extension of 

time and the period over which prolongation costs were recoverable on this construction project which had 

been delayed by over four years. Chaired various workshops in which the parties were invited to advocate 

their respective positions on delay matters and also to clarify various issues.  Delay report produced, which 
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was combined with an overall quantum assessment before presenting conclusions on the issues to the 

parties. 

Luxury Hotel Project, Dubai, UAE (2013) 

Responsible for producing a claim in respect of the causes of delay to completion of a five-star hotel facility 

in Dubai which formed part of the Contractor’s final statement. Responsible for interviewing the client’s 

project team, consulting with the client’s legal team and carrying out a detailed review of the 

contemporaneous documentation and programme information. Employed a time impact critical path 

analysis, cross-referenced to the contemporaneous records and as-built data, to demonstrate the 

Contractor’s entitlement to an extension of time and to establish the appropriate period for cost recovery. 

University Campus Project, Abu Dhabi, UAE (2013) 

Provided contractual advice to the Employer with regard to additional time/monies claimed by the Contractor 

on this prestigious university campus project. Reviewed the Contractor’s claim and the relevant 

contemporaneous documentation and liaised with the Contractor’s planning team before developing an 

assessment, strategic options and recommendations. Presented the final report to the various projects 

stakeholders including the developer, government bodies, funders and end-users.  As a result of the work 

conducted, the client was able to successfully conclude an amicable settlement. 

Building, London, UK, Value £6m (2002) 

Appointed as Planning Expert Witness for the Employer in an arbitration regarding delays to the completion 

of an office development in central London. Contractor’s programmes were analysed and conclusions 

reported to counsel. This case was successfully settled prior to the exchange of expert reports. 

Domestic Hospital, UK, Value £40m (2001) 

Drafted the expert report in arbitration on behalf of the Employer detailing the critical path analysis used to 

assess the Contractor’s entitlement to an extension of time under the contract. 

School Building, UK, £1m (2000) 

Appointed as Planning Expert Witness on this dispute and produced the expert report in an arbitration on 

behalf of the Contractor. Investigated the causes of the delays, reconstructed the planned programme of 

works, and performed a critical path analysis to assess the Contractor’s entitlement to an extension of time 

under the contract. 

INDUSTRIAL & MANUFACTURING 

Ammonia Plant, India (2017) 

Currently appointed as Delay Expert in an arbitration concerning the conversion of an existing fertiliser 

facility to produce ammonia.  

TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE 

Underground Car Park Facilities, Qatar (2016) 

Appointed by the Employer as Expert Witness on programming and delay matters referred to a DAB and 

produced an independent opinion on the Contractor’s claim.  

Road Construction Project, Afghanistan (2015) 

Reviewed the Contractor’s claims for an extension of time and acceleration costs and provided oral evidence 

on these matters in hearings with the DAB. 

Major Roads Project, UAE (2010-2012) 

Responsible for leading a team of consultants tasked with advising a government client as to its liability in 

respect of numerous contractors’ claims. Responsible for reporting the team’s findings to various client 

committees including executive board level.   

Landmark Rail Project, UAE (2008) 

Responsible for leading a seconded team advising the client body as to its liabilities on a major rail project 

undertaken by a consortium of international Contractors. Advised the client with regard to all time related 
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claim issues (variations, acceleration, disruption, prolongation). Worked closely with legal team, including 

counsel, and advised the client at board level. The matter was successfully settled. 

European Road Tunnel, Value €300m (2007) 

Based in the client’s offices for one year reviewing contemporaneous documentation and analysing the 

Contractor’s programmes in order to establish the causes of the two-year contract over-run and associated 

overspend on this design and build road project. Worked closely with the client’s site, financial and legal 

teams and provided advice to other consultants engaged by the client. Specific tasks included performing 

discrete cause and effect analyses of certain sections of the project as well as assessing the Contractor’s 

overall extension of time entitlement. Provided evidence in hearings with the DAB. 

Major Roads Project, UK, Value £30m (2000) 

Performed a critical path analysis to assess the Contractor’s entitlement to an extension of time under the 

contract and drafted the expert report to convey the methodology employed and conclusions reached in the 

analysis to the Tribunal in the LCIA. 

Railway Extension, Hong Kong, Asia, Value HK$35m (2000) 

Responsible for undertaking an analysis of the causes of additional costs incurred by the Engineer’s head 

office and its supervisory teams in respect of three contracts. 

RESOURCES 

Onshore Gas Field development Project, UAE, Value US $300m (2016) 

Produced extension of time (schedule adjustment) claim for EPC Contractor (2 EPCs), working alongside 

Contractor’s team and external legal team, for presentation to Company. Analysis was focused on issues 

including interfaces with other EPC Contractors, plant transportation issues, time required to degrease 

piping, and restricted site access.  

Offshore Gas Field, South China Sea, Value US$500m (2013) 

Based in the client’s office in Singapore to review and develop the Contractor’s extension of time and 

associated cost claim in respect of this US$800m project. Responsible for directing the client’s project team 

to undertake specific tasks, reviewing the information produced, compiling the claim arguments and 

producing the final claim report. Reported progress and results to the client’s local contracts team and to its 

international corporate legal team which led to successfully concluding an amicable settlement, including an 

agreed extension of time to complete the remaining works. 

Floating Drilling Rig, North Sea, Value US$80m (2005) 

Responsible for producing the expert report and attending meetings with the Tribunal and with the 

Respondent’s planning expert. Produced a critical path analysis to demonstrate which events were causative 

of delay to completion of the works and assessed the Contractor’s entitlement to an extension of time under 

the contract. 

Oil Pipeline and Facilities, North Africa, Value US$200m (2000) 

Responsible for producing the expert report and attending meetings with the Tribunal and with the 

Respondent’s planning expert. Produced a critical path analysis to demonstrate which events were causative 

of delay to completion of the works and assessed the Contractor’s entitlement to an extension of time under 

the contract. 

POWER & UTILITIES 

Power Station Projects, South Africa (2016-2017) 

Appointed as Delay Expert in respect of six DAB referrals on two large scale power station projects in South 

Africa. Testified in hearings held in 2017. 

Power Station Project, Malaysia (2015) 

Appointed by the Employer to review and provide an independent assessment of the Contractor’s claims for 

an extension of time and acceleration costs. The assessment assisted the parties in reaching a settlement of 

the dispute and agreeing a programme to completion of the works. 
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1000MW Power Station, Philippines, Value US$100m (2006) 

Responsible for producing the expert report on delay on behalf of the Employer. This required an analysis of 

the extension of time due to the Contractor under the bespoke construction contract. Employed a 

prospective “windows” analysis. Fully involved in the dispute process from the commencement of the 

proceedings, investigating into the contemporaneous documentation, drafting the expert report, and liaising 

with the Tribunal appointed expert, the Claimant’s planning expert and the client’s legal team. 

EMPLOYMENT RECORD 

2013-present HKA  

Dubai, UAE 

Partner 

2008-2013 EC Harris LLP 

UAE/London 

Partner 

2003-2008 Price Waterhouse Coopers 

London 

Senior Manager  

2001-2002 Pickavance Consulting Ltd  

London 

Senior Delay Analyst 

1996-2000 Amec Civil Engineering Ltd 

London 

Senior Planning Manager 

1993-1996 High-Point Rendel Ltd 

London 

Design Engineer (Ports & Harbours Department) 

LANGUAGES 

English (native)  

 


